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Elizabeth Rosner grew up in Schenectady, New York as a daughter of Jewish Ho-
locaust survivors. Her father, who was born in Hamburg, Germany, was sent to 
Buchenwald concentration camp, while her mother survived the war by hid-
ing in the Polish countryside. Ms. Rosner’s writing reflects her efforts to come 
to terms with the impact of her parents’ experiences on her own life, the indel-
ible imprints of their history on her language, her identity, and her imagination.
Elizabeth Rosner’s first novel, THE SPEED OF LIGHT, is about the effects of 
the Holocaust on the descendants of survivors; it is a story of loss and the re-
demptive power of storytelling and love.  Her novel examines the lives lived 
at a remove from, but forever connected to the Nazi death camps.  Ros-
ner’s work was the winner of Hadassah magazine’s 2001 Ribalow Prize.
Rosner’s second novel, BLUE NUDE, was published in 2006. BLUE NUDE depicts an 
encounter between a post-war German painter named Danzig and an Israeli artist’s 
model named Merav. Living in Northern California and in exile by choice from their 
home countries, both Danzig and Merav are wrestling with their identities as artists 
and as ex-patriates; haunted by their experiences with war and loss, they ultimately 
find that even in the face of fear and despair, the act of making art can bring real pos-
sibilities for redemption and healing. This highly acclaimed novel has been a national 
bestseller and named as one of the San Francisco Chronicle’s best books of 2006.  It 
continues to receive rave reviews and is a popular selection for book group discussions.  
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